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Children’s charity founder 
in Pride of Britain final

by Nicola Gibbons
ngibbons@guernseypress.com

Sword-wielding man scares mothers

Former deputy goes toe to toe over Scottish vote

AID REACHING CHILDREN 
founder Linda Garnham will 
be heading to this year’s 
Pride of  Britain Awards af-
ter being crowned regional 
winner. 

The islander is one of  17 
ITV regional winners who 
will now attend the nation’s 
biggest awards show for un-
sung heroes in London next 
month. 

She will be in the running 
for the national Pride of  Brit-
ain award.

Ms Garnham founded the 
charity 15 years ago, raising 
more than £1m. for children 
over the years. 

Through various fund-
raising efforts, including 
the annual Santa Fun Run, 
her charity has supported 
schools and individuals in 
the island and has also fund-
ed various projects interna-
tionally.

It has built and continues 
to support orphanages in Sri 
Lanka and Haiti and it has 
just secured funding to build 
a hospital in the Philippines.

‘I am just over the moon 
and I feel humbled that peo-
ple wanted to nominate me,’ 
she said. 

‘I’ve never done this to 
attract publicity but if  the 
award helps to raise the pro-
file of  Aid Reaching Chil-
dren, then it has to be a posi-
tive thing.’  

Ms Garnham said she was 
very passionate about her 
charity work. 

Linda Garnham, founder and director of the humanitarian charity Aid Reaching Children, 
will be at the Pride of Britain Awards after being crowned the regional winner.  
Ms Garnham is pictured in Sri Lanka in 2005. 

‘It’s my life and I just 
love helping these chil-
dren. 

‘Our children over in 
Guernsey, they’ve got so 
much, and the children 
out there – it’s just un-
believable. 

‘You see their fac-
es when you just give 
them a small gift. 

‘That’s what drives 
you to do more.’

Ms Garnham was 
announced as the ITV 
Channel Television re-
gional winner yesterday 
evening.

The national winner 
of  the ITV Fundraiser 
Award will be revealed 
live on the night of  the 
ceremony, which will 
be televised in early Oc-
tober on ITV in a two-
hour special.

This year’s Daily 
Mirror Pride of  Britain 
Awards is billed as be-
ing packed with stories 
of  heroism and cour-
age, uplifting moments 
and surprises, with a 
host of  well-known fac-
es paying tribute to the 
nation’s unsung heroes. 

Among the celebrities 
who have taken part in 
the awards are David 
Beckham, Sir Elton 
John, Sir Paul McCart-
ney, Prime Minister Da-
vid Cameron and Kylie 
Minogue. 

Peter Willis, founder 
of  the Daily Mirror’s 
Pride of  Britain Awards, 
said: ‘Many congratula-
tions to Linda on her 
achievement. 

‘We’re delighted she 
will join us at the Pride 
of  Britain Awards. 

‘It’s going to be a 
night to remember.’

CONVINCING the people 
of  Scotland to say a reso-
lute ‘no’ to independence 
has become personal for 
one islander.

Former deputy Tony 
Webber has become so 
concerned over the pos-
sibility of  a yes vote in 
next Thursday’s historic 
referendum that he trav-

elled north to help those 
campaigning for Scot-
land to remain part of  
the union.

‘I started to look at 
the implications of  a yes 
vote, as one of  the strings 
to my bow is doing some 
Crown Dependency work. 

‘I thought it would be 
bad for Crown Depend-

encies for a yes vote be-
cause the bulk of  busi-
ness in the islands is in 
the financial sector and 
the health of  that sector 
depends on a stable UK 
economy.’

However, while cam-
paigning, Mr Webber 
came across those who 
were staunchly in the 
pro-independence camp, 
leading to a heated ex-
change of  views.

‘It was a Hyde Park 
corner type situation 
and I questioned his 
views, then got mini-sur-

rounded. People said af-
terwards the police were 
concerned and someone 
else said, “watch your 
back’’.’

What could not be 
seen, Mr Webber added, 
was that behind the pho-
to a large group had gath-
ered which supported his 
viewpoint.

by Damian Wrigley
dwrigley@guernseypress.com
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down a decorative sword, hid it 
down his trousers and headed 
back the playground to try to con-
front the man.

Advocate Eeles said he had not 
acted aggressively or threatened 
people and she asked the court to 
note that the behaviour was com-
pletely out of  character.

Judge Russell Finch advised 
Moriarty to keep away from alco-
hol in the future.

‘Behaving like a stupid, brain-
less teenager and a drunk idiot is 
highly undesirable for a man of  
your mature years,’ he said.

Moriarty, of  Flat 1, Martels 
Stores, Rue des Monts, St Samp-
son’s, was sentenced to three 
months in prison for carrying the 
weapon. The sentence was sus-

pended for two years.
A further charge of  making the 

two mothers fear for their safety 

earned him a further one-month 
suspended prison sentence, which 
would run concurrently if  activat-

ed, as well as a £250 fine.
A destruction order for the 

sword was granted by the court.
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‘I am just over 
the moon and I 
feel humbled that 
people wanted to 
nominate me’

Aid Reaching Children 
founder Linda Garnham

Aid Reaching Children leader crowned regional winner

The Samurai sword used by Michael Moriarty in the Delancey Park incident. 


